
CITY COMMISSION MEETING 

VALLEY CITY, NORTH DAKOTA 

Tuesday, August 5, 2025 

5:00 PM 
 

The City Commission Meeting will begin on Tuesday, August 5, 2025 at 5:00 PM CT, at the City 

Commission Chambers, 220 3rd St. NE, Valley City, ND. 

 

The meeting is also available to view online https://us06web.zoom.us/j/84747209709 or listen by 

calling (1 346 248 7799) Webinar ID:  847 4720 9709.
Board of City Commissioners  Role  

Dave Carlsrud President  

Michael Bishop Commissioner  

Duane Magnuson Commissioner  

Jeffrey Erickson Commissioner  

Dick Gulmon Commissioner  

 

 

 

Department Supervisor Role 

Gwen Crawford City Administrator 

Carl Martineck 

Brenda Klein 

City Attorney 

Finance Director 

Brandy Johnson Deputy Auditor 

Tina Drabus City Assessor 

Scott Magnuson Fire Chief 

Nick Horner Police Chief 

KLJ/Moore City Engineers 

  

NEXT RESOLUTION NO. 2498  NEXT ORDINANCE NO. 1175 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

ROLL CALL 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE (PLEASE STAND) 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA (ROLL CALL VOTE NEEDED WHEN CHANGES MADE TO THE AGENDA) 

 

Roll Call: Magnuson  Erickson  Gulmon Bishop  Carlsrud 

APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA  
A. Approve Minutes from the 7.15.2025 Finance and Commission Meetings.     Pg. 3 

B. Approve Minutes from the 7.28.2025 Special Commission Meeting      Pg. 7 

C. Approve Contractor License: 

a. South Peak Holdings LLC dba Skinner Roofing, Grand Forks     Pg. 8 

D. Approve Site Authorization Renewal: 

a. North Dakota Winter Show at North Dakota Winter Show Event Center    Pg. 11 

E. Approve House Movers License: 

a. Carrington House Movers, LLC, Carrington        Pg. 12 

F. Approve Local Raffle Permit 

a. Valley City Junior Golf Association         Pg. 14 

 

Roll Call: Erickson Gulmon Bishop  Magnuson Carlsrud 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 
This portion of the meeting provides a limited public forum for Valley City residents, property owners and business owners to address the Board of 

City Commissioners on topics related to City business.  Interested persons must submit a comment card with the individual’s name, address, and the 

topic to be commented upon. Non-residents must provide the address of the City of Valley City business the individual operates or works at or the 

address of real property which the individual owns within the City of Valley City. Comments cards must be provided to the meeting secretary and 

approved prior to speaking. Public comments are limited solely to business matters and concerns pertinent to the City.  

The following rules apply to Public Comments: 

• Limited to five minutes per speaker. 

• Must not interfere with the orderly conduct of the meeting.  

• Must not be defamatory, abusive, harassing, or unlawful.  

• May be prohibited if an alternative procedure exists to bring that particular type of public comment before the City, the public comment 

includes confidential or exempt information, or the public comment is otherwise prohibited by law. 

 

Submission of written comments: In lieu of speaking, a written comment may be delivered to the meeting secretary prior to the start of the meeting. 

Written comments are limited to two pages. Any member of the public seeking to comment without attending in person may submit written 

comments to jhintz@valleycity.us. Written comments hand delivered at the time of the meeting or emailed prior to 4:00 pm on the date of the 

meeting will be distributed to the Board for their information and maintained in City files.  Written comments are not read aloud at the meeting 
 

mailto:jhintz@valleycity.us


 

ORDINANCE 
ORD 1173. Second and Final Reading of Ordinance 1173, an Ordinance to amend and reenact chapter 11-09 of the Valley 

City Municipal Code related to standards for floodplain development. (City Attorney Martineck)   Pg. 18 

Roll Call: Gulmon Bishop  Magnuson Erickson Carlsrud 

 

ORD 1174.  Second and Final Reading of Ordinance 1174, an omnibus ordinance to amend and reenact sections of the 

Valley City Municipal Code relating to the 2025 state legislative session. (City Attorney Martineck)  Pg. 30 

 

Roll Call: Bishop  Magnuson Erickson Gulmon Carlsrud 

 

NEW BUSINESS 
N1. Approve purchase of property at 628 Main Street E. (Parcel 63-3110126) as a PFP Buyout in the amount of $38,170. 

(Finance Director Klein)           Pg. 39 

Roll Call: Magnuson  Erickson  Gulmon Bishop  Carlsrud 

CITY ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 

CITY UPDATES & COMMISSION REPORTS 

ADJOURN 



CITY COMMISSION FINANCE MEETING 

VALLEY CITY, NORTH DAKOTA 
Tuesday, July 15, 2025 

2:30 PM 

Called to Order 

President Carlsrud called the meeting to order at 2:30 PM. 

 

Roll Call 

Members present: President Carlsrud, Commissioner Bishop, Commissioner Magnuson, Commissioner 

Gulmon, Commissioner Erickson. 

Other present: City Administrator Crawford (via zoom), City Attorney Martineck, Finance Director 

Klein, Lt. Rustebakke, Executive Assistant Bodine, Administrative Assistant Hintz, Intern Nord. 

 

New Business 

Motion to hold Executive Session for Attorney Consultation to Discuss Main Street Off Sale Alcoholic 

Beverage License. 

Commissioner Bishop moved to open the Executive Session, seconded by Commissioner Magnuson.  

Motion passed unanimously. 
The executive session began at 2:32 PM and was attended by President Carlsrud, 

Commissioner Erickson, Commissioner Gulmon, Commissioner Magnuson, Commissioner Bishop, City 

Administrator Crawford via Zoom, City Attorney Martineck, Finance Director Klein, Lt. Rustebakke, 

Executive Assistant Bodine, Administrative Assistant Hintz, and Intern Nord. 
The meeting resumed at 2:46 PM. The media and the members of the public have been 

invited to return to the open session. 
 

Agenda Items 

Review Commissioner Roles & Responsibilities. City Attorney Martineck presented a PowerPoint. 

Review Monthly Expenditures Reports. Finance Director Klein reviewed the monthly reports.  

Review Quarterly Engineer Report. Finance Director Klein reviewed the quarterly reports.  

Review Quarterly Fire Extinguisher Report. Finance Director Klein reviewed the quarterly reports. 

Discuss Rosebud Parking Lot. City Administrator Crawford discussed police presence in this area. 

Commissioners Magnuson and Bishop discussed purchasing security cameras that are tied to the PD. 

Assistance would be expected covering the costs. Commissioner Magnuson is working on getting quotes. 

The consensus is to continue with the current procedures.  

Discuss Paving Improvement District 131 Protests. City Engineer Peterson discussed additional 

options with the protest of Project 131. Accept the protest and not do the project at all, losing the Urban 

Grant Fund ($2.99 million). Accept the protest, find alternative funding to offset the paving special (ie. 

additional R&R or Prairie Dog) and move forward with the project as presented. Accept the protest, 

consider alternative special assessment options, move forward with project as presented. Accept the 

protest, move forward with only the water, sewer and storm sewer improvements, losing the Urban Grant 

Fund ($2.99 million). 

Discuss Policy for Approval of Gaming Site Authorizations. City Attorney Martineck discussed the 

previous views of the Commission and the need for the policy to move forward regarding out of town 

organizations.  

Discuss Legislative Session Review. City Attorney Martineck reviewed the latest Legislative Session.  

 

Department Reports 

Department Spotlight – City Hall 



Sanitation Department Supervisor Swart reported that they have taken in close to 2 Million Lbs. of trees 

and branches since the storm. When bringing trees & branches to the Transfer Station, please haul larger 

trees, trunks, and branches inside, the Grass Site is for the smaller items.  

Electrical Department Electrical Superintendent Senf explained that his Team is playing catch up and 

staying busy.  He asks that the public look up at your lines to make sure they are clear of trees and 

branches. After a 3 year wait, the new digger truck has arrived.  

Fire Department Fire Chief Magnuson shared that the $190,000 Grant applied for to purchase new 

bunker gear looks to be approved. There were 36 calls for service for the past month. He also updated the 

blighted building locations around town being worked on.   

Police Department Lt. Rustebakke updated the Commissioners of the PD’s new hire Cody Perdue. The 

FTO process has been started. They are now currently fully staffed. 

Street Department Operations Supervisor Klemisch and his Team continue to pick up trees and 

branches. 1 hydrant was broken during the storm and the repair parts are in. They will start patching soon 

and continue to catch up on everything else since the storm. The 2nd round of tree pickup will start on July 

24th, please have your trees and branches on the boulevards. Concrete is starting at the new Service Center 

site.  

 

Administration 

City Administer Crawford gave an update on the soil from the Service Center site. There is more dirt 

needing decontamination, this was in the preliminary findings and has been accounted for. Water and 

sewer service line warranty information will go out again this fall. We have had positive reports from 

those that have needed it.  

Finance Director Klein reminded about the budget meetings coming up and they have been put on the 

calendar.  

 

Adjourn 

The meeting was adjourned at 4:36PM. 
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CITY COMMISSION MEETING 

VALLEY CITY, NORTH DAKOTA 
Tuesday, July 15, 2025 

 

 

President Carlsrud called the meeting to order at 5:00 PM.  

 

Members present: President Carlsrud, Commissioner Gulmon, Commissioner Bishop, Commissioner 

Magnuson, Commissioner Erickson 

 

Others: City Administrator Crawford (via zoom), City Attorney Martineck, Finance Director Klein, Lt. 

Rustebakke, Administrative Assistant Hintz. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

No changes. 

 

APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA  

Approve Minutes from the 7.1.2025 Commission Meeting. 

Approve Contractor Licenses: 

Grafstrom Construction, Fargo 

J+J Repairs & Roofing LLC, Harwood 

Moritz Excavating LLC, Valley City 

J+K Seamless, Inc., Valley City 

Greystone Construction Company, Shakopee, MN 

CC Steel, LLC, Fargo 

Miller & Sons Drywall, Inc., West Fargo 

Quality Coatings & Tile LLC, Fargo 

Approve Contractor License Renewals: 

Groundworks MN, LLC dba Innovative Basement Authority 

Horsley Specialties, Inc. 

Twin City Garage Door  

Dakota Plains Mechanical 

Approve Tree Trimming and Removal Service License Renewal: 

Carr’s Tree Service 

Approve Local Raffle Permit: 

Shine, 8.29.25 @ Hanna Field 

Ducks Unlimited Barnes County Chapter, 9.18.25 @ VC Eagles Club 

Commissioner Bishop moved to approve the Consent Agenda, seconded by Commissioner Gulmon. 

Motion passed unanimously. 

 

ORDINANCE 

ORD 1172. Second Reading of Ordinance 1172, an Ordinance to amend and reenact sections 8-07-

10, 11-02-08, and 11-03-10 of the Valley City Municipal Code related to mobile homes. 

Commissioner Gulmon moved to approve, seconded by Commissioner Bishop. 

Motion passed unanimously. 

ORD 1173. First Reading of Ordinance 1173, an Ordinance to amend and reenact chapter 11-09 of 

the Valley City Municipal Code related to standards for floodplain development. 

Commissioner Bishop moved to approve, seconded by Commissioner Erickson. 

Motion passed unanimously. 

ORD 1174.  First Reading of Ordinance 1174, an omnibus ordinance to amend and reenact sections 

of the Valley City Municipal Code relating to the 2025 state legislative session. 

Commissioner Gulmon moved to approve, seconded by Commissioner Bishop. 

Motion passed unanimously. 

 

RESOLUTION 

 RES 2497. A Resolution Approving Final Replat of Lots 6, 7, & 8, Block 2, Waterfront Meadows 

Addition. 

      Commissioner Gulmon moved to approve, seconded by Commissioner Magnuson.  

Motion passed unanimously. 
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NEW BUSINESS 

Approve Monthly Bills for the City and Public Works in the Amount of $1,460,673.       

 Commissioner Gulmon moved to approve, seconded by Commissioner Bishop.  

Motion passed unanimously. 

Request for Extension to move house at 231 9th Ave NE.  

Extension was granted for the house to now be moved by September 15th 2025 as long as the moving 

permit has been acquired by July 18th 2025. 

 Commissioner Erickson moved to approve, seconded by Commissioner Magnuson.  

Motion passed unanimously. 

Approve Recommendation from the Renaissance Zone Authority Board to Approve the 

Application from Bridgetown Development for a 5-year State Income Tax Exemption and a 5-year 

Property Tax Exemption Capped at $500,000 Valuation on a New Single-Family Home and 

designate it as VC-139.  

 Commissioner Bishop moved to approve, seconded by Commissioner Magnuson.  

Motion passed unanimously. 

Approve Recommendation from the Renaissance Zone Authority Board to Approve the 

Application from H&G Holdings LLC for a 5-year State Income Tax Exemption and a 5-year 

Property Tax Exemption Capped at $500,000 Valuation on a New Single-Family Home and 

designate it as VC-140. 

 Commissioner Gulmon moved to approve, seconded by Commissioner Bishop.  

Motion passed unanimously. 

 

CITY ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 

City Administrator Crawford gave a shout out to the staff for working extremely hard since the storm. 

July 24th will be the last round of tree pickup. We will only be going into alleys that are wide enough for 

our equipment to get in and out of. Working with the DEQ on the levels of contamination in the dirt.  

 

CITY UPDATES & COMMISSION REPORTS 

City Attorney Martineck welcomed our new Executive Assistant Kari Bodine and wished her an early 

birthday. 

City Finance Director reminded the Commission of the preliminary budget meeting on July 28th.  

City Engineer Peterson gave a construction update. The seal coat pre construction meeting will be July 

18th 2025. The shared use path project is going to be starting.  

City Engineer Eslinger talked about prepping the plans for the North West water tower. There will be a 

meeting with the city held in mid-August. 

Commissioner Erickson gave a shout out to the city workers.  

President Carlsrud thanked everyone for their work with the tree pickup. Valley City citizens are lucky 

to have our crews.  

 

ADJOURN 

Meeting was adjourned at 5:20 P.M. 

 

 

 

Attested to by: 

 

              

Brenda Klein, Finance Director    Dave Carlsrud, President of the  

City of Valley City     City of Valley City Commission 
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SPECIAL CITY COMMISSION MEETING 

VALLEY CITY, NORTH DAKOTA 
Monday, July 28, 2025 

 

 

President Carlsrud called the meeting to order at 8:00 AM.  

 

Members present: Commissioner Magnuson, Commissioner Bishop, Commissioner Erickson, 

Commissioner Gulmon 

 

Members absent: None 

 

Others Present: City Administrator Crawford, Finance Director Klein, Deputy Auditor Johnson, Fire 

Chief Magnuson, Police Chief Horner, Assessor Current, Executive Assistant Bodine, Intern Krista Nord. 

 

New Business 

Discuss and Approve the 2026 Preliminary Budget 

Finance Director Klein reported that we are expecting to have the value of a mill the first part of August. 

HB 1176 puts a cap on the dollars the City can levy. The cap of 3% plus new growth sets the maximum 

amount the City can levy for the General Fund at $1,630,697 (3.62% increase from 2025). The City’s 

Share of Specials Fund 203 is not subject to the 3% cap. The dollars levied for Fund 203 increased due to 

properties the City has acquired through delinquent taxes. The amount to levy in Fund 203 is $32,300. 

The Library Fund is subject to the 3% cap plus new growth which brings the amount to $199,149. The 

increase in expenditures in the General Fund is 4.7%. The 2026 Transfers In are the same as 2025 with 

$260,000 being transferred in from Fund 241 Property Tax Relief. Transfers Out total $361,608: Fund 

225 Building Reserves $146,500, Fund 230 Renew & Replacement $215,108, Cash reserves are at 

$1,300,597 which is 28% of expenditures, this is within the guidelines set in the City’s Fund Balance 

policy.  

 

The transfer from the Utility Fund to General Fund is $1,358,600. This brings the % of transfer compared 

to Public Works Revenues to 12.3%. 

The proposed salaries in the 2026 Budget includes a 4.5% cost of living allowance (COLA) increase and 

a step increase in the 0-24-year salary schedule. 

The increase in health insurance premiums for 2026 is 7.26%. We have budgeted for the City to pay 85% 

of the health insurance premium. In 2026 the City will also pay a $3,000 insurance incentive to those 

employees who are not on the City’s Health Insurance Policy through NDPHIT. The City’s contribution 

to the employee’s HSA accounts would remain the same, with the employees matching a portion of the 

contribution in order to receive the full amount.  

Commissioner Gulmon moved to approve the 2026 Preliminary Budget as presented which includes the 

proposed salary structure and 4.5% COLA, seconded by Commissioner Bishop. Commissioners Gulmon, 

Bishop, Magnuson and President Carlsrud voted Aye, Commissioner Erickson voted Nay. Motion 

carried. 

ADJOURN 

Meeting Adjourned at 8:40 A.M. 

 

 Attested to by: 

 

 

 

              

Brenda Klein, Finance Director    Dave Carlsrud, President of the  

City of Valley City     City of Valley City Commission 

 

 

 























 ORDINANCE NO. 1173 

 
An ordinance to amend and reenact chapter 11-09 of the Valley City Municipal Code related to 

standards for floodplain development. 

 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF CITY COMMISSIONERS OF THE CITY OF VALLEY CITY, 

BARNES COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA, PURSUANT TO THE HOME RULE CHARTER OF THE 

CITY OF VALLEY CITY, NORTH DAKOTA: 

 

 

Section 1.  Amendment. Chapter 11-09 of the Valley City Municipal Code is amended and reenacted as 

follows: 

 

CHAPTER 11-09. FLOODPLAIN 
 

Section 11-09-01. Statutory authorization, findings of fact, purpose and objectives. 

 

1. Statutory authorization. The Legislature of the State of North Dakota has in N.D.C.C. Chs. 40-05 

40-47, 11-33 and 58-03and 61-16.2, delegated responsibility to local governmental unitsauthorized 

the city to exercise floodplain management authority over all persons and property within the 

boundaries of the city’s zoning jurisdiction and to adopt regulations designed to promote the public 

health, safety, and general welfare of its citizenry.  

 

Therefore, Valley City Commission, of the City of Valley City, North Dakota does ordain as follows:  

 

2. Findings of fact. 

 

a. The flood hazard areas of the City of Valley City, are subject to periodic inundation 

which can endanger life, result in loss of property, create health and safety hazards, disrupt 

commerce and governmental services, cause extraordinary public expenditures for flood 

protection and relief, and impair the tax base, all of which adversely affect the public health, 

safety, and general welfare.  

b. Flood losses caused by the cumulative effect of obstructions in the special flood hazard 

areas cause increases in flood heights and velocities. Iinadequately floodproofed, elevated or 

otherwise unprotected structures also contribute to the flood loss.  

 

3. Statement of purpose. It is the purpose of this ordinance chapter to promote the public health, 

safety, and general welfare, and to minimize public and private losses due to flood conditions in 

specific areas by provisions designed to:  

 

a. To protect human life and health;  

b. To minimize expenditure of public money for costly flood control projects;  

c. To minimize the need for rescue and relief efforts associated with flooding, and generally 

undertaken at the expense of the general public;  

d. To minimize prolonged business interruptions;  

e. To minimize damage to public facilities and utilities such as water and gas mains, electric, 

telephone, and sewer lines, streets, and bridges located in special flood hazard areas;  

f. To help maintain a stable tax base by providing for the second use and development of 

special flood hazard areas so as to minimize future flood blight areas;  

g. To ensure that potential buyers are notified that property is in a special flood hazard area; and  



h. To ensure that those who occupy the special flood hazard areas assume responsibility for 

their actions.  

 

4. Methods of reducing flood losses. In order to accomplish its purposes, this ordinance chapter 

includes methods and provisions for:  

 

a. Restricting or prohibiting uses which are dangerous to health, safety, and property due to 

water or erosion hazards, or which result in damaging increases in erosion or in flood heights 

or velocities;  

b. Requiring that uses vulnerable to floods, including facilities which serve such uses, be 

protected against flood damage at the time of initial construction;  

c. Controlling the alteration of natural floodplains, stream channels, and natural protective 

barriers, which help accommodate or channel flood waters;  

d. Controlling filling, grading, dredging, and other development which may increase flood 

damage; and,  

e. Preventing or regulating the construction of flood barriers which will unnaturally divert flood 

waters or which may increase flood hazards in other areas.  

 

 
Section 11-09-02. Definitions. 

 

The definitions in this section shall apply only to this chapter. Unless specifically defined below, All 

other words or phrases used in this ordinance chapter shall be interpreted so as to give them the meaning 

they have in common usage and to give this ordinance chapter its most reasonable application:  

 

Accessory structure means a structure on the same parcel of property as a principal structure and the 

use of which is incidental to the use of the principal structure. For floodplain management purposes, 

the term includes only accessory structures used for parking and storage. 

 

Appeal means a request for a review of the Building Official's (local administrator), interpretation of 

any provision of this chapter or a request for a variance.  

 

Base flood or 100-year flood means the flood having a one percent chance of being equaled or exceeded 

in any given year.  

 

Base flood elevation (BFE) means the height of the base flood or 100-year flood usually in feet above 

mean sea level.  

 

Basement means any area of the building having its floor subgrade (below ground level) on all sides.  

 

Best aAvailable Informationdata (BAID) means water elevation information from any source used to 

estimate or determine a base flood elevation (i.e. high water mark).  

 

Conveyance or hydraulic conveyance means a geometric characteristic of a river or watercourse at a 

given point that determines the flow-carrying capacity at that point.  

 

Development means any man-made change to improved or unimproved real estate, including but not 

limited to buildings or other structures, mining, dredging, filling, grading, paving, excavation or drilling 

operations located within the special flood hazard area.  

 

Dry Flfoodproofing (dry) means any combination of structural and non-structural additions, changes, 



or adjustments to structures, including the attendant utilities and equipment, which results in the real 

estate or improved real property, water and sanitary facilities, structures and their contents, protection 

provided a structure, together with attendant utilities and sanitary facilities, which is watertight two feet 

above the base flood elevationbeing water tight,  with wallsall elements that are substantially 

impermeable to the passage of water, and with structural components having the capacity to resist flood 

loads.  

 

Existing manufactured home park or subdivision means a manufactured home park or subdivision for 

which the construction of facilities for servicing the lots on which the manufactured homes are to be 

affixed (including, at a minimum, the installation of utilities, the construction of streets, and either final 

site grading or the pouring of concrete pads) is completed before the effective date of the floodplain 

management regulations adopted by a community.  

 

Expansion to an existing manufactured home park or subdivision means the preparation of additional 

sites by the construction of facilities for servicing the lots on which the manufacturing homes are to be 

affixed (including the installation of utilities, the construction of streets, and either final site grading or 

the pouring of concrete pads). 

 

Flood damage-resistant material means any building product (material, component, or system) capable 

of withstanding direct and prolonged contact with floodwater without sustaining significant damage, in 

which “prolonged contact” means at least 72 hours and “significant damage” means any damage 

requiring more than cosmetic repair. “Cosmetic repair” includes cleaning, sanitizing, and resurfacing 

the material (e.g., sanding, repair of joints, repainting).  See FEMA Technical Bulletin 2. 

 

Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) means the official map issued by the Federal Emergency 

Management Agency where special flood hazard areas are designated as Zone A, AE, AO, AH, Al -

A30 or A-99.  

 

Flood Insurance Study (FIS) means the official report provided by the Federal Emergency Management 

Agency that includes flood profiles, the Flood Insurance Rate Map, and the water surface elevation of 

the base flood.  

 

Flood or flooding means a general and temporary condition of partial or complete inundation of 

normally dry land areas from the overflow of inland or tidal waters and/or; from the unusual and rapid 

accumulation or runoff of surface waters from any source.  

 

Floodproofing (dry) means protection provided a structure, together with attendant utilities and sanitary 

facilities, which is watertight two feet above the base flood elevation with walls that are substantially 

impermeable to the passage of water.  

 

Floodway or regulatory floodway means the channel of a river or other watercourse and the adjacent 

land areas that must be reserved in order to discharge the base flood without cumulatively increasing 

the water surface elevation more than one foot.  

 

Highest adjacent grade means the highest natural elevation of the ground surface prior to construction 

next to the proposed walls of a structure. 

 

Lowest floor means the lowest floor of a structure including the basement. An unfinished or flood-

resistant enclosure that is used solely for parking of vehicles, building access, or storage is not the 

lowest floor, provided the enclosure is built in compliance with applicable requirements. 

 



Manufactured home means a structure, transportable in one or more sections, which is built on a 

permanent chassis and is designed for use with or without a permanent foundation when connected to 

the required utilities. The term "manufactured home" does not include a "recreational vehicle", but does 

include "mobile home".  

 

Manufactured home park or subdivision means a parcel (or contiguous parcels) of land divided into 

two or more manufactured home lots for rent or sale.  

 

New construction means structures for which the "start of construction" commenced on or after the 

effective date of this chapter.  

 

New manufactured home park or subdivision means a manufactured home park or subdivision for 

which the construction of facilities for servicing the lots on which the manufactured homes are to be 

affixed (including at a minimum, the installation of utilities, the construction of streets, and either final 

site grading or the pouring of concrete pads) is completed on or after the effective date of floodplain 

management regulations adopted by a community. 

 

Person means any person, firm, partnership, association, corporation, limited liability company, 

agency, or any other private or governmental organization, which includes any agency of the United 

States, a state agency, or any political subdivision of the state. 

 

Reasonably safe from flooding means base flood waters will not inundate the land or damage structures 

to be removed from the special flood hazard area, and that any subsurface waters related to the base 

flood will not damage existing or proposed buildings. 

 

Recreational vehicle means a vehicle which is:  

(1) Built on a single chassis;  

(2) 400 square feet or less when measured at the largest horizontal projection;  

(3) Designed to be self-propelled or permanently towable by a light duty truck;  

(4) Designed primarily not for use as a permanent dwelling but as temporary living quarters for 

recreational camping, travel, or seasonal use; including, but not limited to;  

(5) Ttravel trailers, trailers on wheels, park-model trailers, and other similar vehicles.  

 

 

 

Special flood hazard area (SFHA) means an area of land that would be inundated by a flood having a 

one percent chance of being equaled or exceeded in any given year.  

 

Start of construction includes substantial improvement, and means the date the building permit was 

issued, provided the actual start of construction, repair, reconstruction, placement, or other 

improvement was within 180 days of the permit date. The actual start means the first placement of 

permanent construction of a structure on a site, such as the pouring of slab or footings, the installation 

of piles, the construction of columns, or any work beyond the stage of excavation or the placement of 

a manufactured home on a foundation. Permanent construction does not include land preparation, such 

as clearing, grading and filling; nor does it include the installation of streets and/or walkways; nor does 

it include excavation for a basement, footings, piers, or foundations or the erection of temporary forms; 

nor does it include the installation on the property of accessory buildings, such as garages or sheds not 

occupied as dwelling units or not part of the main structure.  

 

Structure means a walled and roofed building, including manufactured homes and gas or liquid above-

ground storage tanks.  



 

Substantial damage means damage of any origin sustained by a structure whereby the cost of restoring 

the building to its pre-damaged condition would equal or exceed 50 percent of the market value of the 

structure before the damage occurred.  

 

Substantial improvement means any repair, reconstruction, or improvement of a structure, the cost of 

which equals or exceeds 50 percent of the market value of the structure either:  

(1) Before the improvement or repair is started; or  

(2) If the structure has been damaged and is being restored, before the damage occurred. For the 

purposes of this definition "substantial improvement" is considered to occur when the first 

alteration of any wall, ceiling, floor, or other structural part of the building commences, whether 

or not that alteration affects the external dimensions of the structure.  

 

The term does not, however, include either:  

(1) Any project for improvement of a structure to comply with existing state or local health, 

sanitary, or safety code specifications which are solely necessary to assure safe living 

conditions; or  

(2) Any alteration of a structure listed on the National Register of Historic Places or a State 

Inventory of Historic Places.  

 

Variance means a grant of relief from the requirements of this chapter which permits construction in a 

manner that would otherwise be prohibited by this chapter. 

 

Watercourse means only the channel and banks of an identifiable watercourse, and not the adjoining 

floodplain areas. The flood carrying capacity of a watercourse refers to the flood carrying capacity of 

the channel, except in the case of alluvial fans, where a channel is not typically defined.  The definition 

of watercourse in N.D.C.C. § 61-01-06 is not applicable in this ordinance. 

 

Wet floodproofing means using flood damage-resistant materials and construction techniques to 

minimize flood damage to structures by intentionally allowing floodwater to enter and exit 

automatically (without human intervention) to minimize unequal pressure of water on walls (called 

hydrostatic load or pressure). The term “human intervention” means required presence and active 

involvement of people to implement a floodproofing measure prior to the onset of flooding. 

 

Variance means a grant of relief from the requirements of this ordinance which permits construction in 

a manner that would otherwise be prohibited by this ordinance.  

 

Violation means the failure of a structure or other development to be fully compliant with the 

community’s flood plain management regulations. A structure or other development without the 

elevation certificate, other certifications, or other evidence of compliance required by the community’s 

floodplain management ordinance is presumed to be in violation until such time as that documentation 

is provided. 

 

Section 11-09-03. General provisions. 

 

1. Lands to which this ordinance chapter applies. This ordinance chapter shall apply to all special 

flood hazard areas within the jurisdiction of the City of Valley City.  

 

2. Basis for establishing the special flood hazard areas. The special flood hazard areas identified by 

the Federal Emergency Management Agency in a scientific and engineering report entitled "The 

Flood Insurance Study for Barnes County, North Dakota, dated February 6, 2008," with an 



accompanying Flood Insurance Rate Map is hereby adopted by reference and declared to be a part of 

this ordinance. The Flood Insurance Study is on file at 220 3rd Street NE, Valley City, ND.  

 

3. Compliance. No structure or land shall hereafter be constructed, located, extended, converted, or 

altered without full compliance with the terms of this chapter and other applicable regulations.  

 

4. Greater restrictions. This chapter is not intended to repeal, remedy, or impair any existing 

easements, covenants, or deed restrictions. However, where this chapter and another ordinance, 

easement, covenant, or deed restriction conflict or overlap, whichever imposes the more stringent 

restrictions shall prevail.  

 

5. Interpretation. In the interpretation and application of this chapter, all provisions shall be:  

 

a. Considered as minimum requirements;  

b. Liberally construed in favor of the governing body; and  

c. Deemed neither to limit nor repeal any other powers granted under state statutes.  

 

6. Warning and disclaimer or liability. The degree of flood protection required by this chapter is 

considered reasonable for regulatory purposes and is based on scientific and engineering 

considerations. Larger floods can and will occur on rare occasions. Flood heights may be increased by 

man-made or natural causes. This chapter does not imply that land outside the special flood hazard 

areas or uses permitted within such areas will be free from flooding or flood damages. This ordinance 

shall not create liability on the part of City of Valley City, any officer or employee thereof, or the 

Federal Emergency Management Agency, for any flood damages that result from reliance on this 

chapter or any administrative decision lawfully made thereunder.  

 

Section 11-09-04. Administration. 

 

1. Establishment of development permit. A development permit shall be obtained before construction or 

development begins within any special flood hazard area established in section 11-09-03, subsection 2. 

Application for a development permit shall be made on forms furnished by the Building Official, and may 

include, but not be limited to: plans in duplicate drawn to scale showing the nature, location, dimensions, and 

elevations of the area in question; existing or proposed structures, fill storage materials, drainage facilities; 

and the location of the foregoing. Specifically, the following information is required:  

 

a. Elevation in relation to mean sea levelin the same datum (either NAVD88 or NGVD29) as the FIRM, 

of the lowest floor of all structures;  

b. Elevation in relation to mean sea levelin the same datum (either NAVD88 or NGVD29) as the FIRM 

to which any structure has been floodproofed;  

c. Certification by a registered professional engineer or architect that the floodproofing methods for any 

non-residential structure meet the floodproofing criteria in section 11-09-05, subsection 2(b); and  

d. Description of the extent to which any watercourse will be altered or relocated as a result of proposed 

development.  

 

2. Designation of the Building Official. The Building Official is hereby appointed to administer and 

implement this chapter by granting or denying development permit applications in accordance with its 

provisions.  

 

3. Duties and responsibilities of the Building Official. Duties of the Building Official shall include, but not 

be limited to:  

 



 

 
 

a. Permit review. 

 

(1) Review all development permits to determine that the permit requirements of this chapter have 

been satisfied.  

(2) Review all development permits to determine that all necessary permits have been obtained from 

those federal, state, or local governmental agencies from which prior approval is required.  

(3) Review all development permits to determine if the proposed development is located in the 

floodway. If located in the floodway, assure that the encroachment provisions of section 11-09-

05, subsection 3(a) are met.  

 

b. Use of other base flood data. When base flood elevation data has not been provided in accordance 

with section 11-09-03, subsection 2, basis for establishing the special flood hazard areas, the 

Building Official shall obtain, review, and reasonably utilize any base flood elevation data and 

floodway data available (known as best available dataBest Available Information) from a federal, 

state, or other source, as criteria for requiring that new construction, substantial improvements, or 

other development in the floodplain are administered in accordance with section 11-09-05, subsection 

2, specific standards.  

 

c. Information to be obtained and maintained. 

 

(1) Obtain and record the actual elevation (in the same datum (either NAVD88 or NGVD29) as the 

FIRMin relation to mean sea level) of the lowest floor (including basement) of all new or 

substantially improved structures, and whether or not the structure contains a basement.  

(2) For all new or substantially improved floodproofed structures:  

 

(i) Obtain and record the actual elevation (in the same datum (either NAVD88 or NGVD29) as 

the FIRMin relation to mean sea level) to which the structure has been floodproofed;  

(ii) Maintain the floodproofing certifications required in section 11-09-04, subsection 1(c).  

 

(3) Maintain for public inspection all records pertaining to the provisions of this chapter.  

 

d. Alteration of watercourses. The responsible person shall:  

 

(1) Notify nearby communities, water resource districts, and the North Dakota State 

EngineerDepartment of Water Resources, as necessary, prior to any alteration or relocation of a 

watercourse, and submit evidence of such notification to the Federal Emergency Management 

Agency.  

(2) Require that maintenance is provided within the altered or relocated portion of said watercourse 

so that the flood carrying capacity is not diminished; and,  

(3) Notify the appropriate water resource district prior to removal or placement of fill within two 

hundred feet of the bank of a body of water during normal flow or stage.  

 

e. Interpretation of Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) Boundaries. Make interpretation where needed, 

as to the exact location of the boundaries of the special flood hazard areas (for example, where there 

appears to be a conflict between a mapped boundary and actual field conditions). The person 

contesting the location of the boundary shall be given a reasonable opportunity to appeal the 

interpretation as provided in section 11-09-04, subsection 4.  

 

f. Encroachment analysis.  When a regulatory floodway has not been designated, the Floodplain 

Administrator must require that no new construction, substantial improvements, or other development 

(including fill) shall be permitted within Zones A1-30 and AE on the community's FIRM, unless it is 

demonstrated that the cumulative effect of the proposed development, when combined with all other 

existing and anticipated development, will not increase the water surface elevation of the base flood 

more than one foot at any point within the community.  



 

 
 

 

Under the provisions of 44 CFR Chapter 1, Section 65.12, of the National Flood Insurance Program 

regulations, a community may approve certain development in Zones A1-30, AE, AH, on the 

community's FIRM which increases the water surface elevation of the base flood by more than one 

foot, provided that the community first applies for and receives a Conditional Letter of Map Revision 

(CLOMR) through FEMA. 

 

4. Variance procedure. 

 

a. Appeal board. 

 

(1) The Planning and Zoning Board Commission as established by City of Valley City shall hear and 

decide appeals and requests for variances from the requirements of this chapter.  

(2) The Planning and Zoning Board Commission shall hear and decide appeals when it is alleged 

there is an error in any requirement, decision, or determination made by the Building Official in 

the enforcement or administration of this chapter.  

(3) Those aggrieved by the decision of the Planning and Zoning Board Commissioner or any 

taxpayer, may appeal such decision to the District Court, as provided in N.D.C.C. § 40-47-11, 11-

33-12, or 58-03-14.  

(4) In passing upon such applications, the Planning and Zoning Board Commissioner shall consider 

all technical evaluations, all relevant factors, standards specified in other sections of this chapter; 

and  

 

(i) The danger that materials may be swept onto other lands to the injury of others;  

(ii) The danger to life and property due to flooding or erosion damage;  

(iii) The susceptibility of the proposed facility and its contents to flood damage and the effect of 

such damage on the individual owner;  

(iv) The importance of the services provided by the proposed facility to the community;  

(v) The necessity to the facility of a waterfront location, where applicable;  

(vi) The availability of alternative locations, for the proposed use which are not subject to 

flooding or erosion damage;  

(vii) The compatibility of the proposed use with existing and anticipated development;  

(viii) The relationship of the proposed use to the comprehensive plan and floodplain 

management program for that area;  

(ix) The safety of access to the property in times of flood for ordinary and emergency vehicles;  

(x) The expected heights, velocity, duration, rate of rise, and sediment transport of the 

floodwaters and the effects of wave action, if applicable, expected at the site; and  

(xi) The costs of providing governmental services during and after flood conditions, including 

maintenance and repair of public utilities and facilities such as sewer, gas, electrical, and 

water systems, and streets and bridges.  

 

(5) Generally, variances may be issued for new construction and substantial improvements to be 

erected on a lot of one-half acre to less in size contiguous to and surrounded by lots with existing 

structures constructed below the base flood level, providing items (i)—(xi) in section 11-09-04, 

subsection 4(a)(4) have been fully considered. As the lot size increases beyond the one-half acre, 

the technical justification required for issuing the variance increases.  

 

(6) Upon consideration of the factors of section 11-09-04, subsection 4(a)(4) and the purposes of this 

chapter, the Planning and Zoning Commission may attach such conditions to the granting of 

variances as it deems necessary to further the purposes of this chapter.  

 

(7) The Building Official shall maintain the records of all appeal actions and report any variances to 

the Federal Emergency Management Agency upon request.  

 



 

 
 

b. Conditions for variances. 

 

(1) Variances may be issued for the reconstruction, rehabilitation, or restoration of structures listed 

on the National Register of Historic Places or the State Inventory of Historic Places, without 

regard to the procedures set forth in the remainder of this section.  

(2) Variances shall not be issued within the identified floodplain if any increase in flood levels during 

the base flood discharge would result.  

(3) Variances shall only be issued upon a determination that the variance is the minimum necessary, 

considering the flood hazard, to afford relief. Variances shall only be issued upon:  

 

(i) A showing of good and sufficient cause;  

(ii) A determination that failure to grant the variance would result in exceptional hardship to the 

applicant; and,  

(iii) A determination that the granting of a variance will not result in increased flood heights, 

additional threats to public safety, cause fraud on or victimization of the public as identified 

in section 11-09-04, subsection 4(a)(4), or conflict with existing local laws or ordinances.  

 

Any applicant to whom a variance is granted shall be given written notice that the structure will be permitted to be 

built with a lowest floor elevation below the base flood elevation and that the cost of flood insurance will be 

commensurate with the increased risk resulting from the reduced lowest floor elevation. 

 

Section 11-09-05. - Provisions for flood hazard reduction. 

 

1. General standards. In all special flood hazard areas the following standards are required: 

 

a. Anchoring. 

 

(1) All new construction and substantial improvements, including additions, shall be anchored to 

prevent flotation, collapse or lateral movement of the structure. 

(2) All manufactured homes must be elevated and anchored to resist flotation, collapse or lateral 

movement. Methods of anchoring may include, but are not limited to, use of over-the-top or frame 

ties to ground anchors. This requirement is in addition to applicable state and local anchoring 

requirements for resisting wind forces. 

 

b. Construction materials and methods. 

 

(1)  All new construction and substantial improvements shall be constructed with materials and utility 

equipment resistant to flood damageflood damage-resistant materials. 

(2) All new and substantial improvements shall be constructed using methods and practices that 

minimize flood damage. 

(3) All new construction and substantial improvements shall be constructed with electrical, heating, 

ventilation, plumbing and air conditioning equipment, and other service facilities that are designed 

and/or located so as to prevent water from entering or accumulating within the components during 

conditions of flooding. 

 

c. Utilities. 

 

(1) All new and replacement water supply systems shall be designed to minimize or eliminate 

infiltration of flood waters into the system; 

(2) New and replacement sanitary sewage systems shall be designed to minimize or eliminate 

infiltration of flood waters into the systems and discharge from the systems into flood waters; and, 

(3) On-site waste disposal systems shall be located to avoid impairment to them or contamination from 

them during flooding. 

 



 

 
 

d. Subdivision proposals. 

 

(1) All subdivision proposals shall be consistent with the need to minimize flood damage; 

(2) All subdivision proposals shall have public utilities and facilities such as sewer, gas, electrical, and 

water systems located and constructed to minimize flood damage; 

(3) All subdivision proposals shall have adequate drainage provided to reduce exposure to flood 

damage; and, 

(4) Base flood elevation data shall be provided for subdivision proposals and other proposed 

development which contain at least 50 lots or five acres (whichever is less). 

 

2. Specific standards. In all special flood hazard areas where base flood elevation data have been provided as 

set forth in section 11-09-03, subsection 2, basis for establishing the special flood hazard areas, or section 11-

09-04, subsection 3(b), use of other base flood data, the following provisions are required: 

 

a. Residential construction. New construction and substantial improvement of any residential structure shall 

have the lowest floor, including basement, elevated on fill to at least one foot above the base flood elevation.  

If a crawlspace is desired, the preferred construction practice under the National Flood Insurance Program 

(NFIP)_is to backfill the interior area so that it is level with or higher that the lowest adjacent grade (LAG); 

however; below-grade crawlspaces constructed in accordance with the International Residential Code and 

the NFIP, including the requirements provided in Technical Bulletin 11, will not be considered basements.   

 

Residential buildings that have below-grade crawlspaces may have higher flood insurance premiums than 

buildings that use the NFIP preferred construction practice, and permitting such practice in accordance with 

this subsection shall not impose any liability on the city, its officers or employees, nor relieve the property 

owner from payment of the applicable premiums. 

  

b. Nonresidential construction. Construction and substantial improvement of any nonresidential structure 

shall either have the lowest floor, including basement, elevated on fill to at least one foot above the base 

flood elevation or, together with attendant utility and sanitary facilities shall: 

 

(1) Be dry floodproofed to at least two feet above the base flood elevation, so that below this 

elevation the structure is watertight with walls substantially impermeable to the passage of water;. 

(2) Have structural components capable of resisting hydrostatic and hydrodynamic loads and 

effects of buoyancy; and. 

(3) Be certified by a registered professional engineer or architect that the standards of this 

subsection are satisfied. Such certification shall be provided to the official as set forth in section 

11-09-04, subsection 3(c)(2). 

 

c. Wet floodproofing of nonresidential construction. Wet floodproofing may be authorized for (i) enclosures 

below elevated buildings, (ii) attached garages, and (iii) non-elevated accessory structures, in accordance 

with International Residential Code and the NFIP, including the requirements provided in Technical 

Bulletins 1 and 7.  Except for enclosures below elevated buildings, wet floodproofing is only permitted 

upon approval of a variance pursuant to section 11-09-04(4).  

 

(1)  Enclosures below elevated buildings.  

 

a.  New construction and substantial improvements, with fully enclosed areas below the 

lowest floor that are usable solely for parking of vehicles, building access or storage in an 

area other than a basement and which are subject to flooding is permitted provided that the 

following criteria are met or exceeded: 

 

i.  A minimum of two openings having a total net area of not less than one square inch 

for every square foot of enclosed area subject to flooding shall be provided. 

ii.  The bottom of all openings shall be no higher than one foot above grade. 



 

 
 

iii.  Openings may be equipped with screens, louvers, valves, or other coverings or devices 

provided they allow the automatic entry and exit of floodwaters. 

 

 

 

cd. Manufactured homes. 

 

(1) Manufactured homes shall be installed using methods and practices which minimize flood damage 

and shall be anchored in accordance with section 11-09-05, subsection 1(a)(2). 

(2) All manufactured homes or those to beplaced or substantially improved within Zones A1 – A30, 

AH, or AE on sites (i) outside of a manufactured home park or subdivision, (ii) in a new 

manufactured home park or subdivision, (iii) in an expansion to an existing manufactured home 

park or subdivision, or (iv) in an existing manufactured home park or subdivision which has 

incurred substantial damage, shall be elevated on a permanent foundation such that the lowest floor 

of the manufactured home is elevated on fill to at least one foot above the base flood elevation, and 

is securely anchored to an adequately anchored foundation system. 

(3) Manufactured homes placed or substantially improved on sites in an existing manufacture home 

park or subdivision within Zones A1-A30, AH, or AE not subject to other requirements of 

subdivision d, shall be elevated so that either: 

 

(i) the lowest floor of the manufactured home is one foot above the base flood elevation, or 

(ii) the manufacture home chassis is supported by reinforced piers or other foundation elements of 

at least equivalent strength that are no less than 36” in height above grade. 

 

e. Recreational vehicles. All recreational vehicles to be placed on a site within Zones A1 – A30, AH, and 

AE shall be fully licensed and highway ready and shall be on the site for less than 180 consecutive 

days. 

 

 
3. Floodways. Located within the special flood hazard areas established in section 11-09-03, subsection 2 are 

areas designated as floodways. Since the floodway is an extremely hazardous area due to the velocity of flood 

waters which carry debris, potential projectiles, and erosion potential, the following provisions apply:  

 

a. Prohibit encroachments, including fill, new construction, substantial improvements, and other 

development unless certification by a registered professional engineer or architect is provided 

demonstrating that encroachments shall not result in any increase in flood levels during the occurrence 

of the base flood discharge. Any increase, as is used in this section, means any modeled impact greater 

than 0.00 feet. 

b. If section 11-09-05, subsection 3(a) is satisfied, all new construction and substantial improvements 

shall comply with all applicable flood hazard reduction provisions of section 11-09-05, provisions for 

flood hazard reductionthis chapter. 

 

Section 11-09-06. Penalties for violations. 

 

1. Violation of the provisions of this chapter or failure to comply with any of its requirements, including 

violations on conditions and safeguards established in connection with grants or variances or conditional uses, 

shall constitute a misdemeanor. Any person who violates this chapter or fails to comply with any of its 

requirements shall upon conviction thereof be punished by a fine not exceeding $1,500.00 or by imprisonment 

not to exceed 30 days or by both such fine and imprisonment for each such offense, and in addition shall pay 

costs and expenses involved in the case. Each day such violation continues shall be considered a separate 

offense.  

 

2. Nothing herein contained shall prevent the Board of City Commissioners Valley City Commission from 



 

 
 

taking such other lawful action as is necessary to prevent or remedy any violation. 

 

Section 11-09-07. Floodplain Management Reporting. 

 

The City Finance Director shall certify to the North Dakota Department of Water Resources on or before March 

31 of each year that the city is undertaking floodplain management activities under N.D.C.C. ch. 61-16.2 

 

 

Section 2.  Any ordinances of the City of Valley City which are in conflict with this ordinance are hereby repealed. 

 

Section 3.  Should any part of this ordinance be declared unconstitutional or invalid, the remaining portion thereof 

will remain in full force and effect. 

 

Section 4.  Effective Date.  This ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its final passage, approval, 

and publication. 

 

Section 5. Upon enactment, the City Finance Director shall forward a copy of this ordinance to the North Dakota 

Department of Water Resources for inclusion in the central repository. 

 

 

 

       _______________________________________ 

       Dave Carlsrud, President of the Board of City 

ATTEST:      Commissioners, City of Valley City 

 

 

 

_________________________________ 

Brenda Klein, Finance Director 

 

Introduction and First Reading:  

Second Reading and Final Approval: 

Publication and Effective Date:   

 



 

 
 

 ORDINANCE NO. 1174 

 
An omnibus ordinance to amend and reenact sections of the Valley City Municipal Code relating to the 2025 

state legislative session. 

 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF CITY COMMISSIONERS OF THE CITY OF VALLEY CITY, 

BARNES COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA, PURSUANT TO THE HOME RULE CHARTER OF THE CITY OF 

VALLEY CITY, NORTH DAKOTA: 

 

 

Section 1.  Section 4-01-15.1 of the Valley City Municipal Code is created and enacted as follows: 

 

Section 4-01-15.1. - Evidence of individual under twenty-one years of age on licensed premises - Proof of 

identification - Refusal - Penalty.  

 

1. If a law enforcement officer has reasonable and articulable suspicion that an individual under the age of 

twenty-one is on licensed premises for a purpose prohibited under section 4-01-15, the officer may request the 

individual to furnish a nondriver photo identification card or an operator's license to verify the individual's age.  

 

2. An individual who refuses to provide proof of identification upon request is guilty of an infraction.  

 

3. If an individual charged with an infraction under this section produces a nondriver photo identification card 

or an operator's license before the final disposition of the infraction establishing the individual was twenty-one 

years of age or older at the time of the officer's request to furnish identification, the city attorney shall dismiss 

the infraction against the individual. 

 

Section 2. Amendment.  Section 1-01-11 of the Valley City Municipal Code is amended and reenacted as follows: 

 

Section 1-01-11. - Authority of municipal court—Penalties for violations—Sentencing alternatives. 

 

The provisions of N.D.C.C. Ch. 40-18.1, and all subsequent amendments thereto, are incorporated by reference. 

The judge of the municipal court has all of the authority provided therein for the enforcement of orders and 

judgments, punishment for contempt, and imposition of sentence, including sentencing alternatives. 

 

Section 3. Amendment.  Section 1-01-11 of the Valley City Municipal Code is amended and reenacted as follows: 

 

Section 1-01-11.1. - Disposition of criminal offenses—Procedures. 

 

An offense designated as a class B misdemeanor or infraction must be prosecuted as provided in the Valley 

City Municipal Code, North Dakota Century Code, and rules of this state relating to criminal procedure. The 

provisions of N.D.C.C. Ch. 12-60.1 (Sealing Criminal Records), and Ch. 12.1-32 (Penalties and Sentencing), 

including the procedure for trial of an infraction set forth in N.D.C.C. § 12.1-32-03.1, are incorporated herein 

by reference, and shall apply to dispositions of criminal offenses prosecuted in municipal court. 

 

Section 4. Amendment.  Section 17-02-03 of the Valley City Municipal Code is amended and reenacted as follows: 

 

Section 17-02-03. - Harassment. 

 

A person is guilty of an offense if, with intent to frighten or harass another, the person: 

 

a.  Makes contact anonymously or in offensively coarse language, by telephone, email, or other electronic 

means;. 



 

 
 

 

b.  Makes repeated telephone callscontact by telephone, email, or other electronic means, whether or not a 

conversation ensues, with no purpose of legitimate communication;. 

 

c.  Communicates a falsehood in writing or by telephoneic, email, or other electronic means, and causes mental 

anguish; or. 

 

d. Uses a robot to engage in offensive conduct with no legitimate purpose. 

 

As used in this section "robot" means an artificial object or system that senses, processes, and acts using 

technology, including the associated elements, communication links, and artificial intelligence. The term 

includes remotely piloted aircraft. 

 

 

Section 5. Amendment.  Section 17-05-05 of the Valley City Municipal Code is amended and reenacted as follows: 

 

Section 17-05-05. - Unlawful discharge ofUse and possession of firearms and dangerous weapons. 

 

1. It shall be unlawful for aAny person within the city to who fires, discharges, or activates any firearm, 

gun, or other similar device or or dangerous weapon within the city is guilty of a class B misdemeanor. 

This section shall not apply to Lcitizens in lawful defense of persons or property; law enforcement 

officers or members of the armed forces of the United States or national guard, organized reserves, 

state defense forces, or state guard organizations in the discharge performance of their duties;, 

members of the militia, or regularly organized gun clubs on their authorized shooting ranges,; and 

veterans organizations, athletic organizations or other similar organizations may discharge weapons 

using blank cartridges for signal or ceremonial purposes during parades, funerals, or other similar events. 

Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit the firing of a firearm, gun, or other similar device 

or weapon when done in self-defense or the defense of others, or in other cases of actual necessity. 

 

2. For the purposes of this section, the terms "firearm, gun, or other similar device or weapon" shall include 

the weapons defined by Section 61.2-01-01(1) of the North Dakota Century Code. 

 

2. Except as permitted by N.D.C.C. § 62.1-02-05, it shall be unlawful for a person to possess a firearm or 

dangerous weapon at: 

 

a. A school or school-sponsored event on school property; 

b.  A church or other place of worship; or 

c. A publicly owned or operated building. 

 

An individual who knowingly violates this subsection is guilty of a noncriminal offense punishable by a 

fee of one hundred dollars in accordance with section 1-01-11.2. 

 

 

Section 6.  Section 14-06.1-10 of the Valley City Municipal Code is created and enacted as follows: 

 

Section 14-06.1-10. – Reserved. 

 

Section 7.  Section 14-06.1-10.1 of the Valley City Municipal Code is created and enacted as follows: 

 

39-06.1-10.1. Alternative disposition - Driver training course - Exceptions.  

 

1.  An individual issued a summons or notice to appear under section 39-07-07 may appear before the 

municipal court and elect to attend a driver training course approved by the director in lieu of entry of points 



 

 
 

on the licensee's driving record. An individual who elects to attend the course must so notify the municipal 

court at the time of posting the bond, which is forfeited even though an election is made under this section. 

The individual who makes the election shall pay the driver training course fee to the driver training course 

sponsor. If an individual elects to attend the course, the point penalty of five points or fewer for the violation 

by N.D.C.C. § 39-06.1-10 may not be assessed if proof of completion of the course is presented to the 

department within thirty days after the individual notifies the court of the election. An individual may not 

make an election under this section if:  

 

a. That individual has made an election under this section within the twelve months preceding the date of 

issuance of the summons or notice to appear;  

b.  The offense is assigned six or more points; or  

c.  The offense is an offense listed in section 14-06.1-05.  

 

2.  An individual making an election under this section forfeits any point reduction option under N.D.C.C § 

39-06.1-13. 

 

Section 8. Amendment.  Section 14-04-11 of the Valley City Municipal Code is amended and reenacted as follows: 

 

Section 14-04-11. - Display of number plates and tabs. 

 

Except asUnless otherwise specifically provided by law, a personan individual may not operate or drive a 

vehicle on the a public highways of this city unless the vehicle has a distinctive number assigned to it by the 

department, and two number plates, bearing the distinctive number conspicuously displayed, horizontally and 

in an upright position, one on the front and one on the rear of the vehicle, each securely fastened, except number 

plates assigned to a motorcycle, trailer, or house trailer must be attached to the rear thereofof the housetrailer.  

An individual may operate a motor vehicle on a public highway of this state with a valid temporary registration 

permit.  A temporary registration permit obtained from the department or a licensed vehicle dealer must be 

displayed on the rear window, the rearmost driver’s side window, or in the location of the rear license plate.  

The temporary registration permit must be clearly visible and free of any obstructions.  Number plates assigned 

to a motorcycle or trailer must be attached to the rear of the motorcycle or trailer and may be displayed 

vertically. When only one number plate is furnished for an apportioned vehicle licensed under the international 

registration plan as authorized in N.D.C.C. § 39-19-04, truck tractor, or semitrailer, the plate must be attached 

to the front of the apportioned vehicle or truck tractor and the rear of the semitrailer. The bottom of each number 

plate must be at a height of not less than 12 inches [30.48 centimeters] above the level surface upon which the 

vehicle stands. Each plate must be mounted in a visible manner that does not cover any words, letter, or 

numberclearly displays the distinctive number assigned to the vehicle and the name of the state on the plate. As 

far as is reasonably possible, the plates must at all times be kept free and clear of mud, ice, or snow so as to be 

clearly visible and all number plates, markers, or evidence of registration or licensing except for the current 

year must be removed from the vehicle. All vehicle license plates issued by the department continue to beare 

the property of the State of North Dakotadepartment for the period for which the plates are valid. An annual 

registration tab or sticker for the current registration year must be displayed on each number plate, in the area 

designated by the department for the tab or sticker, in those years for which tabs or stickers are issued in lieu of 

number plates. 

 

Section 9. Amendment.  Section 14-04-37 of the Valley City Municipal Code is amended and reenacted as follows: 

 

Section 14-04-37. - Violations of registration provisions. 

 

It is unlawful for any person to commit any of the following acts: 

 

1.  To operate, or for the owner thereof knowingly to permit anyone to operate, upon a highway any vehicle 

and the registration of which has been canceled or revoked, or for which the registration fees required in 

this title or Title 39 of the North Dakota Century Code have not been paid, or which does not have attached 

thereto and displayed thereon a number plate, plates, temporary registration permit, or validation tabs 



 

 
 

assigned thereto by the director for the current registration period, subject to the exemptions allowed in 

N.D.C.C. Ch. 39-04. 

 

2. To display or cause or permit to be displayed, or to have in possession, any registration card, registration 

number plate, temporary registration permit, or validation tabs knowing the same to be fictitious or to have 

been canceled, revoked, suspended, or altered. 

 

3. To lend any registration number plate, registration card, temporary registration permit, or validation tabs to 

any person not entitled thereto, or knowingly permit the use of any registration number plate or registration 

card by any person not entitled thereto. 

 

4. To fail or refuse to surrender to the department, upon demand, any registration card, registration number 

plate, temporary registration permit, or validation tab which has been suspended, canceled, or revoked as 

is provided in this chapter. 

 

5. To use a false or fictitious name or address in any application for the registration of any vehicle, or for any 

renewal or duplicate thereof, or knowingly to make a false statement or knowingly to conceal a material 

fact or otherwise to commit a fraud in any application. 

 

6. To operate, or for the owner thereof knowingly to permit anyone to operate a motor vehicle on a highway 

if the owner is employed in this state on a temporary or full-time basis, is a resident of the state, and does 

not have a temporary registration permit when required under subsection 1. of section 39-04-18.2. As used 

in this subsection, the term "resident" means a resident as defined under subdivision e. of subsection 2. of 

section 39-04-18. 

 

Section 10. Amendment.  Subsection 3 of Section 14-01-15 of the Valley City Municipal Code is amended and 

reenacted as follows: 

 

3. A certificate issued under this section must be hung from the rearview mirror or placed on the dashboard 

of the motor vehicle whenever the vehicle is occupying a space reserved for the mobility impaired and is 

being used by a mobility-impaired individual or another individual for the purposes of transporting the 

mobility-impaired individual. No part of the certificate may be obscured. A fee of $5.00 may be imposed 

for a violation of this subsection. 

 

Section 11.  Section 14-10-71.1 of the Valley City Municipal Code is created and enacted as follows: 

 

14-10-71.1. Motor vehicle owner's responsibility regarding a driver who flees a peace officer - Exceptions.  

 

1.  The owner of a motor vehicle involved in a violation of section 14-10-71 is presumed to have violated this 

section.  

 

2.  A peace officer may proceed in accordance with this section instead of pursuing the driver of a motor 

vehicle who flees or attempts to elude the peace officer after being given a visual or audible signal to bring 

the vehicle to a stop in violation of section 14-10-71. 

 

a.  A peace officer may investigate the violation and prepare a traffic citation under this section.  

b.  A peace officer may issue a traffic citation under this section in accordance with the North Dakota 

Rules of Civil Procedure to the motor vehicle owner within 96 hours after observing the violation.  

 

3.  A motor vehicle owner may not be found to have violated this section if:  

 

a.  The driver operating the motor vehicle at the time of the violation of section 14-10-71 has been charged 

with a violation of section 14-10-71.  

b.  The motor vehicle was reported stolen before the violation occurred or within a reasonable time after 



 

 
 

the violation occurred.  

c.  The motor vehicle owner assists or cooperates with a peace officer to demonstrate the owner was not 

the one who operated the motor vehicle at the time and place of the violation of section 14-10-71.  

d.  The motor vehicle owner provides information that demonstrates the owner was not the driver of the 

motor vehicle at the time of the offense.  

 

4.  A motor vehicle owner may not be found to have violated this section, and the lessee is presumed to have 

violated this section, if the motor vehicle owner is a lessor of vehicles and at the time of the violation of 

section 14-10-71 the motor vehicle was in the possession of a lessee, and the lessor provides a peace officer 

with the motor vehicle's registration number and the name, address, and operator's license number of the 

individual renting or leasing the motor vehicle. 

 

5.  An individual may not be charged both with violating this section and section 14-10-71 for acts arising out 

of the same incident or occurrence.  

 

6.  This section may not apply to a motor vehicle rental company that rents motor vehicles to customers for a 

period of ninety days or less. 

 

Section 12. Amendment.  Section 14-10-3.1 of the Valley City Municipal Code is amended and reenacted as 

follows: 

 

Section 14-10-03.1. - Class B authorized emergency vehicles. 

 

1. The driver of a class B authorized emergency vehicle may: 

 

a. Park or stand, irrespective of the provisions of this chapter. 

b. Exceed the speed limit so long as the driver does not endanger life or property during the time of a local 

or national disaster. 

c. Disregard regulations governing direction of movement or turning in specified directions. 

 

2. The exceptions herein granted to a class B authorized emergency vehicle apply only when the authorized 

emergency vehicle is displaying an amber and white light visible under normal atmospheric conditions for 

a distance of 500 feet [152.4 meters] in any direction, and: 

 

a. When it is necessary for the authorized emergency vehicle to use these exemptions for the immediate 

protection of life or property; 

b. When an authorized emergency vehicle is stopped on a highway for the purpose of performing a duty 

as required of the driver; or 

c. When traveling at a speed slower than the normal flow of traffic. 

 

3.  A class B authorized emergency vehicle may display a flashing blue light when the vehicle is stopped on a 

highway. A class B authorized emergency vehicle may not display a flashing blue light when transporting 

another vehicle or when traveling on a highway 

 

 

Section 13. Amendment.  Section 14-21-26 of the Valley City Municipal Code is amended and reenacted as 

follows: 

 

Section 14-21-26. - Special restrictions on lamps. 

 

1. Any lighted lamp or illuminating device upon a motor vehicle, other than headlamps, spot lamps, auxiliary 

lamps, flashing turn signals, emergency vehicle warning lamps and school bus warning lamps, which 

projects a beam of light of an intensity greater than 300 candlepower must be so directed so that no part of 

the high-intensity portion of the beam will strike the level of the roadway on which the vehicle stands at a 



 

 
 

distance of more than 75 feet [22.86 meters] from the vehicle. 

 

2. No A person may not drive or move any vehicle or equipment upon any highway with any lamp or device 

thereon displaying a red or green light visible from directly in front of the center thereofof the vehicle or 

equipment. This section does not apply to any vehicle upon which a red light visible from the front is 

expressly authorized or required by this chapter. 

 

3. Flashing lights are prohibited except on: 

 

a.  aAn authorized emergency vehicle; 

b. ,A school bus; 

,c.  sSnow-removal equipment 

d. A vehicle owned by a funeral home, which may display a flashing purple light only while used for the 

purpose of escorting a funeral procession; or  

e. on aAny vehicle as a means of indicating a right or left turn, or the presence of a vehicular traffic hazard 

requiring unusual care in approaching, overtaking, or passing. 

 

Section 14. Amendment.  Section 14-09-02 of the Valley City Municipal Code is amended and reenacted as 

follows: 

 

Section 14-09-02. - Speed limitations. 

 

1. The speed limit within the incorporated city limits of the city shall be 25 miles [40.23 kilometers] an hour 

unless posted otherwise. Subject to the provisions of section 14-09-01 and except in those instances when 

a lower speed is specified in this chapter, it presumably is lawful for the driver of a vehicle to drive the 

same at a speed not exceeding: 

 

a. Twenty miles [32.19 kilometers] an hour when approaching within 50 feet [15.24 meters] of a grade 

crossing of any steam, electric, or street railway when the driver's view is obstructed. A driver's view 

is deemed to be obstructed when at any time during the last 200 feet [60.96 meters] of the driver's 

approach to such crossing, the driver does not have a clear and uninterrupted view of such railway 

crossing and of any traffic on such railway for a distance of 400 feet [121.92 meters] in each direction 

from such crossing. 

b. Twenty miles [32.19 kilometers] an hour when passing a school during school recess or while children 

are going to or leaving school during opening or closing hours., unless a lower speed is designated or 

posted by local authorities. 

c. Twenty miles [32.19 kilometers] an hour when approaching within 50 feet [15.24 meters] and in 

traversing an intersection of highways when the driver's view is obstructed. A driver's view is deemed 

to be obstructed when at any time during the last 50 feet [15.24 meters] of the driver's approach to such 

intersection, the driver does not have a clear and uninterrupted view of such intersection and of the 

traffic upon all of the highways entering such intersection for a distance of 200 feet [60.96 meters] from 

such intersection. 

d. Twenty miles [32.19 kilometers] an hour when the driver's view of the highway ahead is obstructed 

within a distance of 100 feet [30.48 meters]. 

e. Twenty-five miles [40.23 kilometers] an hour on any highway in a business district or in a residence 

district or in a public park., unless a different speed is designated and posted by local authorities. 

f. Fifty-five miles [88.51 kilometers] an hour on gravel, dirt, or loose surface highways, and on paved 

two-lane county and township highways if there is no speed limit posted, unless otherwise permitted, 

restricted, or required by conditions. 

g. Sixty-five miles [104.61 kilometers] an hour on paved two-lane highways if posted for that speed, 

unless otherwise permitted, restricted, or required by conditions. 

h. Seventy miles [112.65 kilometers] an hour on paved and divided multilane highways, unless otherwise 

permitted, restricted, or required by conditions. 

i. Seventy-fiveEighty miles [120.70128.75 kilometers] an hour on access-controlled, paved and divided, 



 

 
 

multilane interstate highways, unless otherwise permitted, restricted, or required by conditions. 

j. The speed limit in all alleys, trailer parks and parking lots within the is 15 miles per hour, unless 

otherwise posted. 

 

2. The city may designate and post special areas of roadways where lower speed limits apply. Differing limits 

may be established for different times of the day within highway construction zones which are effective 

when posted upon appropriate fixed or variable speed limit signs. 

 

3. Except as provided by law, it is unlawful for anya person to may not drive a vehicle upon a highway at a 

speed that is unsafe or at a speed exceeding the speed limit prescribed by law or established pursuant to 

law. 

 

4. In charging a violation of the provisions of this section, the complaint must specify the speed at which the 

defendant is alleged to have driven and the speed which this section prescribes is prima facie lawful at the 

time and place of the alleged offense. 

 

Section 15. Section 14-06.1-11 of the Valley City Municipal Code is created and enacted as follows: 

 

14-06.1-11. Violation committed with temporary restricted license.  

 

An individual who has a temporary restricted driver's license pursuant to N.D.C.C.§ 39-06.1-11 and commits a 

moving traffic violation is subject to the fee specified for the violation, plus an additional fee of $100.00.  

 

 

Section 16. Amendment. Subsection 4 of Section 14-21-39 of the Valley City Municipal Code is amended and 

reenacted as follows: 

 

4. An individual may not operate a motor vehicle with any object, material, or tinting displayed, affixed, or 

applied on the front windshield or any window unless the object, material, or tinting in conjunction with 

the windshield upon which it is displayed, affixed, or applied has a light transmittance of at least 70 percent 

or the object, material, or tinting in conjunction with a window other than the windshield upon which it is 

displayed, affixed, or applied has a light transmittance of at least 3550 percent. This subsection does not 

apply to windows behind the operator if the motor vehicle is equipped with outside mirrors on both sides 

that which meet the requirements of section 14-21-38. 

 

 

Section 17. Amendment. Subsection 3 of Section 14-06-42 of the Valley City Municipal Code is amended and 

reenacted as follows: 

 

3. A court may dismiss a charge under this section upon motion by the defendant if the defendant's operator's 

license is reinstated within 60 days of the date of the offense and the defendant provides to the court 

satisfactory evidence of the reinstatement. Alternatively, upon motion, the municipal court may grant a 

motion to amend a charge under this section to a violation of section 14-06-01. 

 

Section 18. Amendment. Section 14-09-01 of the Valley City Municipal Code is amended and reenacted as 

follows: 

 

Section 14-09-01. - Basic rule—Penalty for violation. 

 

1. No personAn individual may not drive a vehicle at a speed greater than is reasonable and prudent under the 

conditions and having shall drive with regard to the existing actual and potential hazards then existing. 

Consistent with the foregoing, every personAn individual shall drive at a safe and appropriate speed when 

approaching and crossing an intersection or railroad grade crossing, when approaching and going around a 

curve, when approaching a hill crest, when traveling upon any narrow or winding roadway, and when 



 

 
 

special hazards exist with respect to pedestrians, or other traffic, or by reason of weather, or highway 

conditions. Any personAn individual who drives a vehicle upon a highway or private or public property 

open to the public for the operation of motor vehicles without heed toin violation of the requirements or 

restrictions of this section has committedis guilty of careless driving and must be assessed a fee as provided 

by section 14-06.1-06of $100.00. 

 

Any person who, by reason of careless driving as herein defined, causes  

2. An individual is guilty of an infraction if the individual violates subsection 1 of this section and: 

 

a. Causes and inflicts injury upon the person of an operator of snow removal equipment engaged in snow 

removal operations; 

b.  Causes and inflicts injury on the person of: 

 

i.  A first responder acting within their official capacity and displaying a visible flashing, revolving, 

or rotating blue, white, or red light, or hazard warning signal, while stationary on the side of a 

roadway;  

ii. The operator or occupant of an authorized emergency vehicle acting within their official capacity 

and displaying a visible flashing, revolving, or rotating blue, white, or red light, or hazard warning 

signal, while stationary on the side of a roadway; or  

iii.  An individual assisting another individual displaying a visible hazard warning light while stationary 

on the side of a roadway; 

 

c. or cCauses damage in excess of $14,000.00 to snow removal equipment engaged in snow removal is 

guilty of an infraction.; or 

d. Causes damage in excess of $4,000.00 to an authorized emergency vehicle. 

 

As used in this section, "snow removal equipment" means a vehicle that is operated by a personan individual 

employed by or on behalf of an authority in charge of the maintenance of the highway to perform winter 

maintenance snow and ice removal, including plowing, hauling away, salting, and sanding. 

 

Section 19. Amendment. Section 14-06.1-06 of the Valley City Municipal Code is amended and reenacted as 

follows: 

 

Section 14-06.1-06. - Fees for noncriminal violations. 

 

The fees required for a noncriminal disposition pursuant to either section 14-06.1-02 or 14-06.1-03 must be as 

follows: 

 

1. For a nonmoving violation as defined in section 14-06.1-08, the fee shall be double the amount of the fee 

set by N.D.C.C. § 39-06.1-06, for the equivalent city ordinancestate law violation, excluding violations 

related to an unlawfully parked or standing vehicle. 

 

2. For a moving violation as defined in section 14-06.1-09, the fee shall be double the amount of the fee set 

by N.D.C.C. § 39-06.1-06, for the equivalent city ordinancestate law violation, except 

 

a. For a violation of subsection (2) of section 14-10-21.1 on a road on which the speed limit is posted in 

excess of 65 miles per hour, the fee shall be as set by N.D.C.C. § 39-06.1-06, for the equivalent city 

ordinancestate law violation. 

 

3. For a speed violation as defined in section 14-09-02, the fee shall be double the amount of the feeas set by 

N.D.C.C. § 39-06.1-06, for the equivalent city ordinancestate law violation., with the exception of the 

following, for which the fee shall be as set by N.D.C.C. § 39-06.1-06, for the equivalent city ordinance: 

 

a. On a road on which the speed limit is posted in excess of 65 miles per hour. 



 

 
 

b. In an area designated as a highway construction zone. 

 

4. For a violation of this title related to an unlawfully parked or standing vehicle, the fee shall be $20.00, 

unless another fee is specifically provided. 

 

 

Section 20.  Section 14-21-33.1 of the Valley City Municipal Code is created and enacted as follows: 

 

39-21-33.1. Engine compression brake device - Prohibited - Posting.  

 

1.  An operator of a commercial motor vehicle may not use an engine compression brake device that creates a 

noise disturbance in a zone posted as prohibiting the use of an engine compression brake device.  

 

2.  Subsection 1 does not apply to the use of an engine compression brake device during an emergency 

situation.  

 

 

Section 21.  Subsection 4 of Section 14-10-16 of the Valley City Municipal Code is amended and reenacted as 

follows: 

 

4. After a vehicle enters a rotary traffic island, the vehicle may not exit from any position within the rotary 

traffic island without first giving a signal of intention to exit the rotary traffic island. 

 

 

Section 22.  Any ordinances of the City of Valley City which are in conflict with this ordinance are hereby repealed. 

 

Section 23.  Should any part of this ordinance be declared unconstitutional or invalid, the remaining portion thereof 

will remain in full force and effect. 

 

Section 24.  Effective Date.  This ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its final passage, 

approval, and publication. 

 

 

 

       _______________________________________ 

       Dave Carlsrud, President of the Board of City 

ATTEST:      Commissioners, City of Valley City 

 

 

 

_________________________________ 

Brenda Klein, Finance Director 
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