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The City of Valley City is on track with its Public Service Center Complex project as it con�nues to 
meet environmental requirements and financial expecta�ons. The City has been collabora�ng 
with the North Dakota Department of Environmental Quality (NDDEQ) and KLJ Engineering to 
ensure that any contaminants found are properly mi�gated.  
 
Ini�al fieldwork began in mid-2024 and at the �me, the NDDEQ indicated no addi�onal work was 
required. During the February 2025 tes�ng process, a contamina�on release was detected, then 
transferred to the landfill and stockpiled per NDDEQ recommenda�on.  
 
In June 2025, addi�onal stockpile and excava�on samples indicated that they contained elevated 
levels of contaminants. Several op�ons and costs for contaminated soil management were 
considered. The closest authorized available disposal site iden�fied was the WM-Dakota Landfill 
in Gwinner, ND at a cost of approximately $2 million while trea�ng soil locally was es�mated just 
under $300,000. The City of Valley City chose to pursue land treatment of the material to preserve 
soil resources, reduce landfill volume, and reduce overall costs of the soil management.  
 
By following NDDEQ guidelines on land in Barnes County, approved remedia�on methods will 
protect neighboring soil and water. The City has taken diligent steps including con�nual tes�ng, 
assessing, and contaminant mi�ga�on. 
 
The City of Valley City has taken a proac�ve approach throughout the environmental review and 
soil management process. By working closely with the NDDEQ, incorpora�ng con�ngency 
planning, and selec�ng a cost-effec�ve land treatment solu�on, the project remains 
environmentally compliant and financially responsible as it moves forward, assuring the Public 
Service Center Complex remains in line with the approved budget.  
 
A DETAILED TIMELINE OF TESTING AND FINDINGS IS PROVIDED BELOW: 

 
August 2024 
Phase I Environmental Site Assessment Completed 

• The Phase I report iden�fied a 2003 Phase II ESA with mul�ple soil samples submited for 
laboratory analysis and results all below regulatory criteria. At the �me, the NDDEQ, 
formerly ND Department of Health, issued a leter sta�ng no addi�onal work was 
required. Further inves�ga�on through an updated Phase II ESA was recommended, since 
the 2003 Phase II ESA may not represent the current site contamina�on condi�ons.  

o Nothing was found to stop the project from moving forward. This remains the case 
as of today. 

December 2024 
• Ini�al field work conducted with VCPW excava�ng test holes 
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February 2025 
Phase II Environmental Site Assessment  

• Soil and environmental borings were conducted and laboratory analysis was completed. 
• Received analy�cal report on Feb. 20, 2025 with no�fica�on of documented soil impacts 

throughout the site (ie: levels above 100mg/kg). 
o KLJ completed required spill no�fica�on to NDDEQ on Feb. 21, 2025. 

 
April 2025 
Phase II Environmental Site Final Assessment Completed and Submited to NDDEQ 

• During project planning and construc�on, samples were collected from the soil generated 
from the proposed building footprint. Calculated total petroleum hydrocarbons (TPH) 
analy�cal results of these samples exceeded the North Dakota Department of 
Environmental Quality (NDDEQ) Cleanup Ac�on Level of 100 mg/kg. These calculated TPH 
analy�cal concentra�ons were comprised primarily of TPH oil range organics (ORO) and 
diesel range organics (DRO) with litle to no gasoline range organics (GRO). Addi�onally, 
no benzene, toluene, ethylbenzene, or total xylenes were detected in any of the 
representa�ve stockpile samples analyzed.  

• City contacted NDDEQ about removal of tanks on site. 
o NDDEQ approved removal of tanks without further documenta�on. Addi�onal 

samples were taken and submited from tank and oil water separator sites. 
• Soil from previously iden�fied contamina�on release was transferred to the landfill, and 

stockpiled per NDDEQ recommenda�on. 

May 2025 
• Received base sample results from tank and oil water separator removal work. 
• No�fied by NDDEQ that “numbers don’t look too bad. Addressing impact with 

redevelopment should be prety straigh�orward.”  
• Con�ngencies were built in to the project for the con�nua�on of soil tes�ng and 

mi�ga�on. 

June 2025 
• Con�nued communica�on with NDDEQ. 
• NDDEQ provided sampling direc�on and then field samples were collected from 

stockpiles, bases and sidewalls and submited to the tes�ng lab. 

July 2025 
• Soil tests determined that the current stockpiles were above the allowed 100 mg/kg. A 

virtual mee�ng took place with the NDDEQ to discuss management op�ons. The NDDEQ 
agreed that this material is a good candidate for land treatment of petroleum 
contaminated soil based analy�cal concentra�ons of TPH ORO, TPH DRO, and TPH GRO.  
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• Samples taken from the botom of the open excava�on indicated contamina�on levels 
below the NDDEQ guideline of 100 mg/kg. Sidewall tests outside the building excava�on 
were greater than the 100 mg/kg, however no further mi�ga�on is needed as establishing 
a baseline level fulfills the necessary requirement.  

• NDDEQ Division of Waste Management allows treated material to be reused. Untreated 
materials would need to be brought to an authorized landfill for disposal.  

o Costs were assessed to haul the contaminated soils to the WM-Dakota Landfill in 
Gwinner, ND or haul the contaminated soils to approved local lots and treat in 
place. Hauling soils to Gwinner would cost approximately $2 million while hauling 
soil locally was es�mated just under $300,000.  

o A�er considering all feasible op�ons for contaminated soil management, the City 
of Valley City chose to pursue land treatment of the material to preserve soil 
resources, reduce landfill volume, and reduce overall costs of the soil 
management. 

• NDDEQ did an in-person site visit to assess proposed site loca�ons. 
• General Land Treatment Permit was approved for city-owned land on Lot 3, Industrial Park 

Addi�on (south of former Four Botle Drive) with a maximum treatment depth of six 
inches. 

o Contaminated soil is spread out in a thin layer on a designated area of land. It's 
then "farmed" like a field—meaning it's �lled, aerated, and some�mes mixed with 
nutrients or microbes. This process helps natural bacteria and environmental 
condi�ons break down the harmful chemicals in the soil over �me. The goal is to 
reduce the contamina�on to safe levels set by the NDDEQ. 
The City will follow treatment processes un�l the soil meets NDDEQ standards. 
NDDEQ es�mated this process to be complete in 1-2 years if no addi�onal �lling 
or aera�on is done. This process could be expedited if addi�onal ac�on is taken. 

o Permit requires berm to be built 100 feet off adjacent proper�es. Guidance was 
given from NDDEQ for berm requirements, and they stated that it needed to be 
sufficient to prevent run on/off. KLJ was consulted and based on exis�ng 
topography, berm height placements were established. Site clearing was 
completed and the berm was constructed per NDDEQ requirements. In addi�on 
to the permit required berm, 8-inch bio rolls were added around the site as an 
addi�onal precau�on, not as a requirement. 

o Valley City Public Works will be screening debris from the soils a�er it is hauled 
and before it is spread to the approved six-inch land treatment depth.  

 
The Public Works Service Center Complex project con�nues to move forward 

and remains within the approved budget. 
 


